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Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on
Telecommnications Payments
to Cuba

September 19, 2000

To the Congress of the United States:

As required by section 1705(e)(6) of the
Cuban Democracy Act of 1992, 22 U.S.C.
6004(e)(6), as amended by section 102(g) of
the Cuban Liberty and Democratic Solidarity
(LIBERTAD) Act of 1996, Public Law 104—
114, 110 Stat. 785, I transmit herewith a
semiannual report detailing payments made
to Cuba as a result of the provision of tele-
communications services pursuant to De-
partment of the Treasury specific licenses.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
September 19, 2000.

Remarks at the Debut of “Speak
Truth To Power: Voices From
Beyond the Darkness”

September 19, 2000

Thank you very much. President Arias,
first let me thank you for your presence here
tonight and your remarkable leadership.

And Kerry, I want to join this great throng
in telling you how grateful we are that you
have undertaken this project with such pas-
sion and commitment. I know that in spite
of the fact that half the seats tonight are filled
by your family—({laughter]—there are a lot
of people here who feel just as strongly about
you as Andrew and Ethel and your mother-
in-law, Matilda, and Senator Kennedy and
the others who are here. You are an aston-
ishing person, and we thank you for ampli-
fying the voices of the human rights defend-
ers who have honored us by their presence
here tonight.

These men and women have carried on
against unimaginable obstacles, knowing the
truth once spoken can never be completely
erased, that hope, once sparked, can never
be fully extinguished. They have seen injus-
tice aided by apathy. In spite of all the nice
things you said about me tonight, a full half
dozen of them were prodding me along to-
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night before I came out here to do even bet-
ter, and I like that a lot. They have carried
on knowing that even a single act of courage
can be contagious, and their courage, and
that of so many others around the world, has
indeed proved contagious.

More people live in freedom today than
at any time in human history, and in 1999
more people around the world won the right
to vote and choose their leaders than was in
even the case in 1989, the year the Berlin
Wall fell. From Bosnia to Croatia to Kosovo,
we are no longer struggling to stop crimes
against humanity but, instead, working stead-
ily to bring perpetrators to justice and to cre-
ate the conditions of humane living. From
South Africa to Chile, people are confronting
the injustices of the past so that their children
will not have to relive them. And all over
the world, people finally are recognizing, as
Hillary said in Beijing, that women’s rights
are human rights.

Yet for all the brave work that is captured
in this magnificent book and that will be hon-
ored tonight, freedom’s struggle is far from
over. And I think it is appropriate tonight
that we all ask ourselves at this magic mo-
ment of prosperity and peace for our country,
what are our responsibilities to advance the
struggle? How can we use this global age to
serve human rights, not to undermine them?

Globalization is not just about economics.
It has given us a global human rights move-
ment, as well. Whether activists are fighting
for press freedom in Ivory Coast or the rights
of children in America, they can talk to each
other, learn from each other, and know they
are not alone. Indeed, maybe the most im-
portant lesson of this evening is to say to all
of them, whom we honor, you are not alone.

Global economic integration can, if done
right, make it harder for governments to con-
trol people’s lives in the wrong way. Informa-
tion technology can be one of the most liber-
ating forces humanity has ever known.

Twenty years ago it was a great victory if
we could smuggle a handful of mimeograph
machines to dissidents in Poland or Russia.
When I went to the Soviet Union 30 years
ago, young people would come up to me on
the street and try to figure out if there was
some way I could smuggle a book back in
to them. Now, hardly a government on



